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STEM EDUCATION:  
Preparing Switzerland County Youth for Rewarding Careers

Over one-half of the Hot 50 Jobs in Indiana require STEM education. What exactly is STEM?

STEM is “Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics”. These subjects were among the most difficult in school 
for many adults in the past. Today, careers that require STEM education are among the highest-paying and most secure 
positions available.

The Switzerland County Economic Development Corporation’s workforce development initiative has partnered with 
Switzerland County Schools to develop and promote new STEM courses for our students. The Advanced Manufacturing 
course at Switzerland County High School gives students real-world exposure to the principles, tools, and environment 
of today’s manufacturing businesses. Basic principles of measurements, electricity, hydraulics, and circuitry are combined 
with instruction in computer numeric-controlled mills and robotic equipment. Students visit modern advanced  
manufacturing plants in the region, along with field trips to postsecondary educational providers like Ivy Tech. 

Project Lead-the-Way courses provide a comprehensive approach to STEM Education. Through activities, projects, and 
problems, PLTW gives students a chance to apply what they know, identify problems, find unique solutions, and lead 
their own learning. The Gateway course for middle school students allows for the exploration of different areas of  
science, technology, engineering, and math. High school-level courses include Engineering and Biomedical.

Dream It! Do It! is a national effort to help students and parents understand the realities of today’s manufacturing.  
Let’s face it: manufacturing of today is much different than it was in 1970. The types of jobs available today, along with 
the STEM skills required to hold these jobs, are featured by the Dream It! Do It! campaign.

Switzerland County school students and parents can explore STEM careers via the Southeast Indiana Dream-It! Do It! 
website: www.dreamitdoitsein.com.
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In October 2015, the Switzerland County Technology and 
Education Center hosted the first annual Switzerland County 
Job Fair. Coordinated by WorkOne Southeast and the 
SCEDC’s Workforce Development program, the job fair 
attracted over 40 employers and 100 job seekers. 

Employment opportunities were available in the distribution, 
steel, manufacturing, health care, hospitality, and service 
industries. Job seekers were able to fill out applications and 
many received on-the-spot interviews for open positions. 

A follow-up review of the Job Fair with both employers and 
job seekers participating showed near-unanimous satisfaction 
with the afternoon, and plans were drafted to make the 
Job Fair an annual event. The 2016 Job Fair is scheduled for 
Tuesday, October 4 at the TEC Center.
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First Annual 
Switzerland County Job Fair  

A Huge Success!
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Tru-Flex has begun operations at the Markland Business 
Park. The West Lebanon, Indiana based company has 
acquired J&L Extreme Machine and their Switzerland 
County operations. Founded in 1962, Tru-Flex is an 
industry leader in the manufacturing of flexible hoses 
used in industrial and exhaust applications. Tru-Flex is 
also supplies materials for other industries that count 
on flexible hoses to contain, control, protect, or transfer 
a variety of materials. Those products include crush-
proof hoses for moving grains, plastic pellets, wood 
chips, and other dry materials; heat-resistant ductwork 
and chimney liner; and flexible hoses that protect less  
durable tubing or electronics. At the Switzerland County 
facility, Tru-Flex manufactures components for diesel 
exhaust systems.

Tru-Flex
to Markland Business Park

Community Welcomes

Plans Move Forward  
for New Commercial Airport

Plans for a new commercial airport near Switzerland 
County are now closer to becoming a reality. The Gallatin 
County, Kentucky fiscal court has purchased options 
on over 400 acres of land for the project. The airport 
location will be near the Kentucky Speedway &  
Interstate 71 and five to ten minutes from the  
Markland Business Park.  

The total project cost will be $25 to $30 million.  
The airport has been discussed for over a decade and 
has been strongly supported by nearby industries and 
tourist attractions. The availability of a nearby airport 
is important to both current and prospective industries 
because it reduces to cost and lost time involved in 
moving employees and executives from one facility to 
another. Industrial sites and buildings near a commercial 
airport are more competitive than those requiring a 
long commute to an airport.

The next step will be for Gallatin County to purchase 
the property, with those costs being reimbursed by  
the State of Kentucky. The construction of the airport 
is expected to be funded by the Federal Aviation  
Administration. While all of necessary parties are in  
full support of the new airport, there are still many 
steps that need to occur before construction begins.  
At this point, the final completion date for the project  
is still unknown.   
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With the conclusion of the Lilly Endowment funding in 2015, the ten-county regional 
EcO15 initiative that began in 2008 has a new name. The EcO Network will now 
focus on regional efforts to increase educational attainment in the areas of advanced  
manufacturing, STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math), and health care. 
While building on the local initiatives created by EcO15, the EcO Network will seek 
to leverage state and federal funding to continue supporting regional schools, adult 
education programs, and the needs of local employers when they are hiring new 
employees. 

Based out of the Columbus Learning Center and led by the Community Education 
Coalition, the EcO Network serves 10 counties in southeastern Indiana: Switzerland, 
Jefferson, Ohio, Ripley, Jennings, Jackson, Bartholomew, Dearborn, Decatur, and 
Franklin. In addition to major employers in the region such as Cummins, Toyota,  
Honda, and Hillebrand, hundreds of smaller employers engaged in the target  
industries benefit from the efforts to keep pace with the changing skill requirements 
needed in the workplace today.

Switzerland County’s participation in the EcO Network is represented by the  
Switzerland County Economic Development Corporation, the Community Foundation 
of Switzerland County, and Switzerland County government. Numerous partnerships 
have been formed to provide adult education services to local residents and for project- 
based learning courses in the Switzerland County School Corporation. 
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